SELF SUSTAINING ECO-VILLAGE
PRODUCES ALL ITS OWN
ENERGY AND FOOD
My name is Sergio Boschetti and I am an entrepreneur in the food industry.
Eleven years ago, along with some friends, we started to build our environmentally
sustainable dream in Las Galeras, Samaná, Dominican Republic. The project is located
in a small fishing village on a hill overlooking the sea, boasting crystalline, pure waters,
white-sand beaches with few tourists and exuberant, pristine nature.
In 2008 I decided to move to the Eco-Village permanently and finish what had been
started and put in place a plan to maintain this piece of paradise. In 2010, due to the
economic downturn, my partners were forced to sell their shares and I became the
sole proprietor of the Eco-Village.
My Eco-Village is entirely self-proficient and produces more than enough energy to not
only meet its own energy requirements, but is able to sell residual energy back to our
local electric company.
A rainwater collection system from roofs and cisterns results in a self sustaining water
system which supplies 10 villas, community swimming pool, restaurant and irrigation.
Our trash is recycled, enabling us to produce compost, which when mixed with manure
from our 3 horses is used to fertilize our home-grown organic vegetable and fruit
garden. We produce cakes and ice cream, which are sold to local restaurants; it’s the
best ice cream in the area! We make jam and sometimes even cheese, using milk from
our neighbours’ cows. Our smoked fish is a delicacy in our restaurant.

The rent from our 9 villas to tourists means we are now totally self-sufficient in energy,
water and food production and at the same time we are financially viable.
A magnificent tree, sign of life and represented in our logo, has been standing on a
rocky hill for hundreds of years, dominating our Eco-Village and the ocean below. Our
small Eco-Village is only 1 km from La Playita beach, one of the most beautiful beaches
on the island, which takes 5 minutes by motorcycle or car and just 15 minutes on foot,
meandering on a scenic road past small, colorful Dominican houses. Most guests
prefer to walk to the beaches, often interacting with friendly locals along the way,
continuing their effort to lead a healthy lifestyle, which began in our Eco-Village.
Several vehicles are available for rent to our guests, including a motorcycle, a scooter,
a nice 6-seat trike and our popular pickup truck. Bicycles are available free of charge.
On request we also organize free transportation to the beach.
In general, guests organize the use of our vehicles among themselves, especially our
pickup truck, used for open bed excursions. Inside each villa is a printed list of all
available self-guided excursions, often bypassing the need to pay for a tourist guide.
Each year, between January and the end of March, the Bay of Samaná, in front of our
eco-village, is visited by over 2000 humpback whales, offering a unique and
emotionally moving spectacle. Their breaching and playful behavior can even be
observed from the shore. The Bay of Samaná is a little piece of paradise for those who
enjoy underwater activities, guided by professional divers.
Our Eco-Village is an ideal place to relax and immerse yourself in the beauty of nature
while enjoying the best seafood freshly prepared just for you. If you want a place to
visit which offers a symbiosis with nature, friendly, always smiling Dominicans, you
have come to the right place.
Our day begins with our wellness program overlooking the beautiful turquoise ocean
in the shadow of our 200 year old tree of life, grown large from clean, filtered air.
Breakfast is served with a choice of teas made from the leaves of home-grown plants,
such as guanabana, Spanish lime, alquitira cactus, ginger, cinnamon, etc, sweetened
with organic honey. We serve home-made jams, a variety of cakes made from wholewheat flour, several types of coffee, including ginseng, ginger, fresh fruit and vegetable
juices.
Ecology and environmental protection are topics that we focus on and being a food
preparation specialist, I try to offer a healthy and nutritious diet that helps clean the
body of toxins accumulated from daily stress. For this reason, many of our guests
become friends and even the most physically inactive start to use our gym, go walking,
ride bicycles or go riding on one of our horses (we have a small but well-equipped
stable and we offer free riding classes).
All products we use are “zero mileage”. We only use fresh fish, caught right here in Las
Galeras, and most of the vegetables come from our own garden. Our Italian-Dominican
cuisine is of excellent quality and our wine cellar includes several prestigious wines.

Our well-equipped villas can accommodate 5-7 guests. One two-family villa can
accommodate up to 10 guests. Each villa has a large terrace with hammock and
outdoor barbecue. About half of the villas have ocean view, four have a view over the
pool and tropical garden.
When it comes to beaches, La Playita, Playa Grande and Playa Rincon have some
services including chairs and restaurants, while Playa Colorado, Playa Caleton (Lover’s
beach), Playa Esmeralda, Playa Escondida, Playa Fronton and Playa El Valle are
gorgeously virgin beaches.
From Las Americas airport in Santo Domingo to Las Galeras takes about 2 and a half
hours by taxi. Returning to the airport is easy and convenient in a large coach from
Samana and is very inexpensive.
The Samana airport at El Catey is quite close, about one hour by taxi, which now
operates only from December to March. I hope the operating season will be extended
in the future.
My “Eco-Village”, despite being small, is one step toward healing a planet in need.
This is my story… I still have a lot to tell… maybe I will put it in my next book. Come for
a visit and help me add more chapters to my story.
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